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Jostein Bakken 

Hello Friends of Skjold Lodge, 
 
In May, we celebrated the signing of 
the Norwegian constitution. On the 
17th of May 1814, our ancestors 
signed the Norwegian constitution 
and it has been a yearly celebration 
both in Norway and here. I 
remember back in Norway when I 
was growing up, this was always a 
festive day. I remember the 17th of 
May 1945, when Norway was again 
a free country. This was probably the 
most meaningful and enjoyable 17th I 
can remember. 
 
In late April, I was up in Mondovi, 
Wisconsin, and visited with Viking 
Lodge 5-625. This is a fairly new 
lodge, only five years old, but a very 
active lodge with an 8% increase in 
membership last year! I have noticed 
that lodges that are active in their 
community are also increasing their 
membership. Is Skjold Lodge not 
active enough? I think we are fairly 
active but we are not increasing the 
membership. 
 

Earlier this year, I asked for 
suggestions and ideas on what might 
interest our members. To date, I have 
not received one suggestion. It is 
very hard to plan ahead if we don’t 
know what our members like. That’s 
like sailing in the dark without a 
compass. Should we be more active? 
Please send me your ideas. 
 
Before I close this article, I would 
like to say a big “THANK YOU” to 
the Skjold members who are working 
very hard to keep our lodge going. I 
will not mention any names, for I’m 
sure to omit someone by accident. 
We are a lodge of almost 400 
members, but only a handful of the 
members are doing the work. I hope, 
as we plan for the new millennium, 
more Skjold Lodge members will 
take part in the running of this fine 
lodge 
 
Fraternally,  
 
 
 
 
Jostein Bakken 
 
 

Sons of Norway 
Mission Statement 
 
The mission of Sons of Norway is to 
promote, preserve and cherish a 
lasting appreciation of the heritage 
and cultural of Norway and other 
Nordic countries while growing 
soundly as a fraternal benefit society 
and offering maximum benefits to its 
members. 

 
 

Editor: Krista J. Bachman 
562 Adare Road 
Bartlett, IL 60103 
(630) 372-8446 
bachman1@flash.net 
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 Har du hørt?

    By, Evelyn Eck 

Lillian Danielsen is a proud grandmother for the 7th time 
with the happy addition of JoAnna Elise Danielsen, born on 
March 22, 1999 weighing in at 8 lbs. and 9 ozs. 
 

 
Krista Bachman’s grandmother, Jeanette Hansen was 
hospitalized for the past month at Alexian Brothers Medical 
Center. She has been transferred to a continuing care facility 
where she will undergo physical therapy. Our hopes for a 
speedy recovery! 
 
 
In March, Marge Wittrock, her daughter Pam, and her son-
in-law, Steve, went to Arizona to visit Marge’s 
granddaughter who attends Arizona State University. They 
also visited several places of interest among which were 
Talieson West  (a Frank Loyd Wright home and school), the 
botanical gardens and Old Scottsdale. They enjoyed visiting 
friends in Phoenix and spent an evening with former Skjold 
member, Mary Beth and Fred Haugen. 
 
 
On April 14, Barney Jacobson wrote a note to Skjold 
Lodge thanking all the members for his 89th birthday 
celebration held at the March social meeting. He was in 
North Carolina when he wrote, and enjoying 80 degree 
weather and beautiful flowers. He said he’d be back for the 
17th of May celebration and the party and parade. 
 
 
Ann Christiansen traveled to Lexington, Kentucky in April 
to see her daughter Heather and son-in-law, Tracy. They 
went to watch the horses run in the Blue Grass Stakes at 
Keeneland Race Track. Ann enjoys seeing the horses run 
where ever they travel, but none of the racetracks are as nice 
as Arlington Park. Perhaps it will re-open some day! 
 
 

Steinar Steine celebrated his “70 ÅRS” birthday in April at 
the Edelweiss Restaurant in Chicago. Skjold guests enjoyed 
the fun night eating, dancing and singing.  Skjold members 
attending included Karin Moseid, Jan and Anita Drangsholt, 

Vivian Isaksen, Ingeborg Bo-Hansen, Vic Gabrielsen, Kjell 
and Doris Larsen, Carol Eglund and Sverre and Kay 
Overland. In addition Anne and Armand Brostad of the 
“Lady of the Lakes” lodge in Wisconsin plus Doris and 
Tony Ferreira were there. Judy and Ted Torgersen had a 
previous engagement but were there in spirit. All of us wish 
Steinar congratulations on this special milestone in his life! 
 
 
Alice Freier and her sister Pearl, left on April 29th to visit 
their brother and sister-in-law in Portland, Oregon. They 
returned on May 6. 
 
 
Bjarne Kristiansen left for Norway on May 10th. He will be 
visiting his sister in Lillehammer and enjoying the 
celebration of Syttende Mai with family members there. He 
will return home after a 10-day visit. 
 
 
Les and Lois Amack are spending two weeks in Port 
Townsend Washington visiting Les’ sister, Lois Amack 
Foster, a former Skjold member. They will be there to 
celebrate Syttende Mai in Poulsbo, “en ekte norsk by.” 
(Poulsbo Lodge #44 Sons of Norway) is one of the largest in 
our order and they have a beautiful lodge home, Grieg Hall. 
The Amacks only regret is missing the local parade and 
banquet honoring Per and Liv Ohrstrom, to whom they 
extend their good wishes. Lois and Les say (along with all of 
us)” “Hurra for Syttende Mai!” 
 
Tusen Takk for all of your news and information regarding travels this 

spring. Please continue to keep me informed of personal tid bits for this 

column! Evelyn 

Transfer 
 
Connie S. Grevstad 
1305 E. Kensington Road 
Arlington Heights, IL 60004 
Velkommen! 

 
Address Addition/Change 

 
Robert Jones 
1426 Larkin Ave. Apt. 2 
Elgin, IL 60123-5162 
 
Kenneth and Karen Brown 
259 Firenze Dr. 
Cary, IL 60013-3243 
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How Sweet it is to be Loved by 
YOU! 

            Barney Jacobson 

“Nothings better than a nice crowd” – Barney said as he 

opened his speech at the March 23 Skjold meeting. 

 
And boy was Barney right! Our lodge meeting brought in 
almost 70 members, guests and visitors to help celebrate the 
89 years of Barney Jacobsen’s wonderful life! We laughed, 
we cried, and we learned as Barney detailed his amazing 
story that started on a sunny day March 25, 1910 in Racine 
Wisconsin.  We had the pleasure of hearing about 
everything from planting potatoes in Norway, attending 
school on Wednesdays and Saturdays, to Barney’s arrival in 
America and his long quest for 4647 Montecello Avenue. 
The stories about Barney’s different jobs, how he and his 
wife met, and his true love for the Sons of Norway, left each 
of us with a smile on our face.  He closed his speech by 
saying “I love you all; and I love Skjold too”. We all look 
forward to next year’s 90th birthday celebration and more of 
Barney Jacobsen’s wonderful stories.  
 
Hey, Barney?  We love you too! 

TAKK TAKK TAKK 
A big tusen takk goes out to the folks who worked bingo 
during 1998. Skjold gets credit for all hours worked by our 
members, and we received a check from SACS for those 
hours! 
 
Thank you Evelyn Eck and Norma Berke for donating a 
new coffee pot for our meetings. 
 
Karin Wulf Jaerger deserves a big TAKK for her generous 
donation to Skjold lodge. 
 
A thanks goes to Lorraine Cummings for making a 
generous donation for the new lodge directories! They look 
great, Lorraine! 

 

MEMBERSHIP AWARDS 

For the period ending December 31, 1998, here are our 
Skjold recipients: 
 
25 Year Pin 
Alice Beyer, Des Plaines, IL 
 
Life Membership Pin and Certificate 
Arthur Anderson, Orland Park, IL 
Jostein Bakken, Wauconda, IL 
Eugene Kaczmarek, Chicago, IL 
Jacqueline Moe, Streamwood, IL 
Judith Nicholson, Glenview, IL 
Delores Trainor, Wilmette, IL 
Margaret Wittrock, Arlington Heights, IL 
 
50 Year Pin and Certificate 
Ragna Pedersen, Margate, FL 
 

         
Jostein receives his life membership certificate and pin 

from Vice President, Ron Bentsen 

         

Gene Kaczmarek receives his life membership award 

and pin from President, Jostein Bakken. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS, THIS IS GOING TO BE A BUSY SUMMER!MARK YOUR CALENDARS, THIS IS GOING TO BE A BUSY SUMMER!MARK YOUR CALENDARS, THIS IS GOING TO BE A BUSY SUMMER!MARK YOUR CALENDARS, THIS IS GOING TO BE A BUSY SUMMER!        
 
 
Saturday June 5: Cy Wittrock building dedication 
in Mt. Horeb, Wisconsin at 1:00 p.m. In 1996, the 5th 
District convention raised money from individuals and 
lodges to help make this building a reality. Contact Jostein 
Bakken at (847) 526-6486 if more information is desired. 
 

Saturday June 12: The Skjold golf 
outing! This will be held at the Salt Creek 
Golf Club (1 mile east of highway 53) on 
Thorndale. The first tee off is at 8:00 a.m. with 
lunch at 12:00. Come for golf and lunch, or just 
for lunch! Tickets are now available from 
Clifford Christensen at (773) 777-

4298. 

 
Saturday June 26: The World 
Cup at Soldier Field. Norway’s Woman 
soccer team is playing Japan. If you 
have your tickets and need more 
information, contact Clifford 
Christensen at (773) 777-4298. 
 
Sunday June 27: The Norwegian Lutheran 
Memorial Church (2608 North Kedzie Blvd. in Chicago) 
welcomes the “Echoes of Norway”- The Habbestad 
Family Ensemble at 1:00 in the afternoon and another 
performance at Lord of Light Church in Schaumburg at 7 
p.m. The Habbestad family presents a representative sample 
of the rich music of Norway. For more information call 
Krista Bachman at (630) 372-8446. 
 
Sunday July 4: The Independence Day 
Parade in Arlington Heights will step off at 
10:15 a.m. If you plan on marching, please be 
there at 9:45. Ron and Carol Bentsen have 
all the details. (847) 506-9488. 

 
 
Sunday July11-18: Adult retreat in Fall Creek, 
Wisconsin. Come for a week of fun while learning our 
Norwegian cultural skills. Contact Krista Bachman (630) 
372-8446 if you desire more information. 
 
 

Saturday and Sunday July 17 and 18: 
“KaffeStue” in Mt. Horeb, Wisconsin. This annual event 
will be held on the main street of the town. It will be full of 
Norwegian crafters, exhibits, and displays. This is the home 
of the neat shop “Open Imports” where one can get all sorts 
of Scandinavian merchandise. While there, you can become 
aquatinted with the Sons of Norway lodge, Vennelag #513- 
they provide a variety of homemade goodies! 
 
Sunday July 18-31: Heritage Camp. Skjold and 
District 5 are offering a two-week Norwegian Heritage 
Camping experience at Beaver Creek Reserve in Eau Claire, 
Wisconsin. Camp is for children from ages 9 through 15 and 
offers a variety of cultural activities plus much more. 
Scholarships are available, contact Jostein Bakken (847) 
526-6486 if you need more information. Hurry—time is 
running out! 
 
Saturday August 7: Len Strand Golf Outing. This 
is a District 5 sponsored event held in Pontiac, Michigan. 
Contact Jostein Bakken (847) 526-6486 if you need details. 
 
Monday August 9 SACS Golf Outing: The 
1st annual Scandinavian golf outing will be held at the 
Morris Country Club in Morris, Illinois. (815) 942-3628. 
The cost is $100 ($20 is donated to SACS) and dinner only 
is $30 ($5 is donated to SACS). The outing fee includes golf 
clinic, golf, cart, buffet lunch, steak dinner and 
prizes for the golf events. 
10:30 a.m.  Golf Clinic by Ken Kallestad 
11:30 a.m. Buffet Lunch 
12:30 p.m.  Shotgun Outing 
6:00 p.m.  Steak Dinner 
7:30 p.m.  Golf Prizes-Raffle prizes 
Make checks payable to SACS and mail to: 
Clarence Peterson, 7814 N. Lowell, Skokie, IL. 
60076-3536. For further information call Don 
Hoganson (630) 665-0755. 
 
Saturday August 14: Norwegian American Fest in 
Mt. Horeb, Wisconsin. This is an all day (in door) festival 
with crafts, exhibits, music, food, entertainment, and raffles. 
Contact Gene Kaczmarek (773) 878-3762 for more 
information. 
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Gratulaere med dagen! 
By, Lois Amack 

 
JUNE 

 
01 Steven E. Johnson 
 
02 Clifford Christensen, Ole T.  

Diesen, Harold R. Ericksen 
 

04 Lawrence Haugsness 
 
05 Alice M. Beyer, Karen Egenes 
 
06 Ronald E. Bentsen 
 
09 William Andersen 
 
13 Lillian A. Berge, Vic  

Gabrielsen, Ingrid A. Mauro 
 

15 Raymond E. Haakonsen, June 
Waters 

 
16 John K. Ideboen 
 
17 Sigward A. Stavnes 
 
20 June Steine 
 
21 Betty J. Peterman 
 
22 Thomas E. Ogie-Kristiansen, 

Margrethe Ullenbrauck 
 
23 Robert L. Severson 
 
25 Doris Lodin 
 
26 Marion Haugsness, Darlene S. 

Wenz 
 
27 Don Lien 
 
28 Donald K. Overby 
 
29 Carl R. Eglund 
 
 

 

JULY 
 

01 Elsie A. Bond 
 
03 Florence Hestad, Howard W. 

Johnson, Margaret Wittrock 
 
06 Roy E. Dakin 
 
08 Diane L. Overby, Olaf E. Stenersen 
 
09 Kenneth P. Stromsland 
 
10 Sverre Overland, Gloria A. 

Shipman 
 
11 Paul W. Arndt 
 
12 Eleanor A. Brown, Norma Damm, 

Peter A. Olberg 
 
13 Einar Hovland 
 
14 Anne E. Claxon, Peggy K. 

Engebretson, Alice Olson 
 
15 Lois A. Suter 
 
16 Carol F. Bentsen, Irene O. Geerdts, 

Richard Nellis, Melvin O. Ness 
 
18 Kenneth J. Berke, Marcella E. 

Butcher 
 
19 Betty Larsen, Jacqueline Traeger 
 
20 Michelle S. Hazelip 
 
21 Thor Skarsgor 
 
22 Clair D. Husby 
 
23 Iris T. Berke 
 
24 Lillian E. Danielsen, Norma J. 

Severson 
 
26 Robert D. Bolstad 
 
28 Harold C. Nelson, Judith K. Rabe 
 
29 Vivian K. Gerard 
 
31 Lorraine G. Cummings, Irwin 

Dahlstrom, Gail Klima 
 
 
 

AUGUST 
 
01 Nancy Godfrey, Donald Hoganson 
 
02 Leon P. Grady, David J. Jeglum, 

Einar Tenold 
 
03 Ellen Juenger 
 
04 Bonnie R. Ruud 
 
05 Robert Cornwell, Ann L. Grady, 

Ronald K. Jonassen, Grant Vevang 
 
06 Eva Sorensen 
 
07 Arthur Klima 
 
08 Norma Berke 
 
12 Ruth Ecklund, Cora Judkins, 

Theodore Ness 
 
13 Gerd M. Juell 
 
16 Lee Shuler 
 
17 Muriel Flubacker 
 
18 Marilynn J. Jeglum 
 
20 Cynthia M. Angelaccio 
 
21 Lester Amack, Peter E. Olsen 
 
22 Bernice Birney, Carol Ann Carlsen 
 
24 Karen Brown 
 
25 Ione J. Rice 
 
29 Mique A. Armato 
 
31 Margaret Benson 
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Recipe of the MonthRecipe of the MonthRecipe of the MonthRecipe of the Month    
 

Raw Apple Cake 
 
4 Cups sliced red delicious apples 
2 Whole eggs 
1 ½ Cups sugar 
½ cup Wesson oil 
2 cups Sifted flour 
½ tsp. Salt 
2 tsp. Baking soda 
2 tsp. Cinnamon 
½ - 1 Cup chopped nuts and raisins (optional) 
 
Mix peeled, sliced apples, eggs, sugar, and oil in a bowl. 
Combine flour, salt, baking soda and cinnamon and add to 
apple mixture. Raisins and chopped nuts may be added if 
desired. 
 
Bake in greased and floured 9x13 pan at 350 degrees for 50-
60 minutes. 
 
Serves approx. 18 
--Marge Wittrock, Asst. Foundation Director 
 

Trustees Note---Articles on Loan 
 
To complete our inventory, if you have any articles on loan 
to the Skjold Lodge or the Scandinavian Club, please 
contact a trustee. This includes articles in display areas, the 
library or any other location in the building. If you wish to 
have these items returned, please contact Art Kleven, Ray 
Haakonsen, or Don Overby. 
 
 

Planning for Y2K and Scholarships 
 
This fall is a good time to start planning for a Sons of 
Norway Foundation Scholarship for the year 2000. 
Applications will be available January 1, 2000 and must be 
in to Minneapolis by April 1, 2000. Because there are 
several documents required (i.e.: transcripts, letters of 
recommendation) now would be a great time to start 
assembling your documents. Questions? Arthur Kleven is 
the man (847) 870-1679. There will be more information 
later. And, remember your dime a day saving for our 
foundation night in October! 
 

������������������������������������
One day, Ole decided it was time to clean the “poop house” 
and while he was out back looking over the job before him, 
Sven arrived. 
When Sven heard about Ole’s plans for the day he said “Ole, 
why don’t you yust go to town, and buy two sticks of 
dynamite to clean out the poop house?” 
Ole wasn’t quite sure about how it was going to work, but 
he went to town and got two sticks of dynamite and hurried 
back home. 
Then Sven says “Ole, you have to cut off half of the fuse on 
one of the sticks of dynamite. Light both the fuses and throw 
them in the poop house. The stick with the shorter fuse will 
go off first and the poop house will fly up in the air. Then 
the second stick will go off and clean all the poop out!” 
So Ole proceeds to light the two fuses and throws them in 
the poop house. 
JUST then, Lena comes running out of the house and into 
the poop house!!!!! 
THEN the first stick of dynamite goes off (and just like 
Sven said, the poop house went flying up in the air). 
The second stick of dynamite goes off  (and just like Sven 
said, the poop is all cleaned out). 
The poop house falls back to the ground and Lena came 
running out. 
“Lena, Lena, are you okay?” asked Ole. 
“Yah Ole, but I’M SURE GLAD I DIDN’T LET THAT 
ONE GO IN THE KITCHEN!” 
 
--Thank you, Doris Lodin for making us laugh! 
 
 

Lodge Meetings!! 
June22: Be there at the club at 6:30 p.m. to enjoy a 
POTLUCK dinner. Please bring a dish of your choice to 
pass. That evening we will also have Pastor Bernhard 
Pedersen from the Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church 
(Minnekirke) to visit. 
 
July 27: An evening of fun and ice cream! The meeting 
starts at 7:30 p.m. and we will also enjoy Norwegian music 
while socializing and indulging. 
 
August 24: Ron and Carol Bentsen along with Marvin 
and Doris Lodin are providing the goodies as we all get 
together at 7:30 for BUNCO NIGHT! 
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Letter From the EditorLetter From the EditorLetter From the EditorLetter From the Editor    

Krista J. Bachman 

 
Dear Skjold Lodge Friends, 
  
I want to thank everyone for the help in making this triple 
month newsletter possible. Being a busy mother of two, I 
can barely plan my day much less know what’s happening 
for three months, so I appreciate all your help in organizing 
the events for this summer. Maybe you guys will rub off on 
me…we can only hope! 
 
A correction to the April/May Skjold News: in the recipe 
section for lefse, it should read 3-4 Cups of flour NOT ¾ 
cup flour—you can tell I need to start making lefse! 
Seriously, my apologizes to Lois Amack and to everyone 
who tried to make successful lefse given my recipe. 
 
I know lots of us travel over the summer, so I want to take 
this opportunity to wish everyone a safe and fun summer! 
Make sure you report all the neat things you did to Evelyn 
Eck, we all would love to hear about it. Also, in your travels, 
keep your eyes open for cool things to be auctioned at the 
Skjold News benefit September 26th. Tusen Takk! 
 
Love to you all,  
 
 
Krista J. Bachman 
 

Skjold Lodge 5-100 

 
President  Jostein Bakken  (847) 526-6486 
 
Membership  Ron Bentsen  (847) 506-9488 
 
Sunshine  Alice Freier  (847) 255-4724 
  Evelyn Eck  (847) 392-0696 
 
Editor  Krista Bachman  (630) 372-8446 
 
Personal News Evelyn Eck  (847) 392-0696 

District 5 Happenings 
Scandinavian Festival: Saturday, June 12, 1999 from 10:00 
a.m. to 6 p.m. at Racine on the Lakes Festival Park Hall in 
Racine, Wisconsin. This is an indoor event, which includes 
entertainment, arts and crafts, demonstrations, youth 
activities, food and raffle prizes. Please contact Krista 
Bachman (630) 372-8446 for more information. 
 
Corn Boil and Norwegian Bingo: This event, hosted by our 
neighbors, Polar Star Lodge, this event takes place on 
August 7th at 1:30 p.m. at St. Olaf Church in Aurora. Please 
contact your editor if more information is desired. 
 
Vasa Park: September 12, 1999. The planning for our booth 
should begin soon. 
 
District 5 85

th
 Anniversary Banquet: Celebration will be 

on October 30, 1999 and will be held in Rockford, Illinois. 
 
Leif Erickson Lodge Meetings: Feel free to visit the Leif 
Erickson Lodge #189 the first Sunday of each month at 3 
p.m. The lodge is located at 5621 W. Irving Park Road (Ted 
Knusman Amuet Hall) in Chicago. 
 
What’s Happening Around Town? 
Illinois State Treasurer, Judy Baar Topinka visited the 
Ethnic Woman’s Organizations exhibits at the James R. 
Thompson Center, which was sponsored by Governor and 
Mrs. George H. Ryan. Over 40 organizations participated in 
this event displaying information about their culture and 
social work. Treasurer Topinka commended the Norwegian 
National League of Chicago for its commitment and 
dedication to preserve and promote the Norwegian heritage 
and culture.   
 

 
(L to R): Treasurer Topinka, Lynn Sove Maxon 

(President of the Norwegian National League) and 

Mariann Leversen Erlenbach.  
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